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business. The principal mendacities,—deducting all that about ' Potshie' and the like, which we will define as poetic fiction,—are:
1°. That, of the considerable files of soldiers (almost a Company of Musketeers, one would think) stuck-up round M. de Voltaire and Party, in The Billy-Ooat; Madame Denis's bed-curtains being a screen of bayonets, and the like. The exact number of soldiers I cannot learn : ' a Schildwache of the Townguard' (means one; surely does not mean Four?) 'for each prisoner,'reports the arithmetical Freytag; which, in the extreme case, would have been twelve ill whole (as Collini gives it); and ' next day we reduced them to two,' says Freytag.
2°. That of the otherwise frightful night Madame Denis had ; ' the fellow Dorn' (Freytag's Clerk, poor, hard-worked frugal creature, with frugal wife and family not far off) 'insisting to sit in the Lady's bedroom ; there emptying bottle after bottle; nay, at last ' (as Voltaire bethinks him, after a few days) 'threatening to'—Plainly to excel all belief! A thing not to be spoken of publicly: indeed, what Lady could speak of it at all, except in hints to an Uncle of advanced years ?— Proved fact being, that Madame Denis, all in a flutter, that first night at The Billy-Goat, had engaged Dorn, cfor a louis-d'or,' to sit in her bedroom; and did actually pay him a louis-d'or for doing so! This is a very bad mendacity; clearly conscious on M. de Voltaire's part, and even constructed by degrees.
3°. Very bad also is that of the moneys stolen from him by those Official people. M. de Voltaire knows well enough how he failed to get his moneys, and quitted Frankfurt in a hurry ! Here, inexorably certain, from the Documents, and testimonies on both parts, is that final Passage of the long Firework; last crackle of the rocket before it dropped perpendicular:
July Gth, complete Open-Sesame having come, Freytag and Schmidt duly invited Voltaire to be present at the opening of seals (his and theirs), and to have his moneys and effects returned from that ' old trunk' he speaks of. But Voltaire had by this time taken a higher flight. July 6th, Voltaire was protesting before Notaries, about the unheard-of violence done him, the signal reparations due; and disdained, for the moment, to concern himself with moneys or opening of seals : ' Seals, moneys ? Ye atrocious Highwaymen !'
Upon which, they sent poor Dorn with the sealed trunk in corpora, to have it otiened bv Vnlfcurn liimaolf Pnllini in 7V,/, n:ii.. n^t —-j.